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Are You Afraid to See the Concept of 
“Family” Change? 
 
An opening round-table discussion: Chieko Akaishi, Kikumi Suda, Mieko Takenobu  
Hisako Motoyama (Facilitator)  
 
 
 
 
Has the environment surrounding 
single mothers and sexual 
“minorities” changed?  

Motoyama: The feminist movement has 
fought against oppression within families, 
which was considered a “private” sphere for a 
long time.  As a result, the environment 
surrounding single mothers and sexual 
“minorities” has changed significantly in the 
real world.  On the other hand, the movement 
for changing the civil laws and the economic 
system does not progress easily because of 
strong resistance.  In many nations, such as 

Europe and the US, the movement for same-
gender marriage has progressed.   

In South Korea, the movement for 
abolishing the head-of-household (family 
registration) system advances forward, 
although the early formation of a legal act 
seems to be difficult because an intense 
backlash has been encountered.  Based on the 
observation of resistance from conservatives, 
their key issues are, as we suspected, things 
like compulsory heterosexuality, regulation of 
the child-parent relationship by law and 
economical security.   

 


