Developing Our Communication Tools

Rumiko Nishino

One year has passed since the fact was
brought to light that politicians had put
pressute on Nizhon Hoso Kyokai (NHK), the
Japanese Public Broadcasting Agency, to stop
broadcasting a program titled “The Question
of Wartime Sexual Violence”, featuring the
Women’s International War Crimes Tribunal
on Japan’s Military Sexual Slavery (hereinafter
“the Tribunal”). Violence Against Women in
War — Network Japan (VAWW-NET JAPAN),
which had lent its cooperation to NHK's
coverage of the Tribunal, filed a lawsuit

against NHK in July 2001 in order to make

clear NHK’s responsibility for sabotaging its
program on the Tribunal The trial, which
has been illuminating the political interference
with NHK, continued for four and a half
years and is now reaching its climax.

On the 21st of December 2005, there

was an examination of NHK’s chief producer,

Satoru Nagai, who was involved in producing
the program and who was called as a witness
at the eighth appellate court. This examination
revealed the political pressure within NHK:

“As an organization man, I had been
wrestling for a long time with telling or
not telling facts which would create a
disadvantage for NHK. However, I
thought consequently I have a duty to tell

the truth, or regret it for life. Although

I might not be doing the right thing for

- NHK as an organization man, I wanted
- to do the right thing as 2 human-being”

Mr. Nagai told these feelings and the
process of his decision to the court during his
witness testimony.

His testimony made it apparent that
Naoki Nojima, NHK’s director-general of the
Department in Charge of Relations with Diet
Members, who was not engaged in editing
NHK’s programs, was a core member of the
revision. He instructed Mr. Nagai in detail
to cut some scenes off the program. He
also said to the staff “one may as well be
hanged for a sheep as a lamb,” when giving
his orders. - This means that while he
admitted that it was a violation of the
principles of journalism to make a program
into a totally different one, he ordered the
staff to revise the program.

Tamio Yoshioka, the then General
Manager in an educational program, requested
that Takeshi Matsuo, the Section Chief in
charge at that point in time, stop an otder to
make further cuts just before the program was
aired. Mr. Matsuo, however, interrupted his
staff’s concerns and said “I will not discuss
with you further about the program. This is
a management decision”.

Mr. Nagai told the court that he was
specifically ordered to erase: 1. the fact that
the Tribunal declared Emperor Hirohito and
the State of Japan were guilty of involvement
in the sexual enslavement of women during
the Second Wosld War; 2. the existence of

“comfort women” as much as possible; 3. the .
direct involvement of Japanese government
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