=

(7

LaN

)

kY

P

+

News in Japan

Unbelievable Events Happening in Japan
Motivated by Conservative Politicians

These days in Japan, not only the
conservatives but also the leaders of political
parties, are running strong campaigns to
oppose gender equality policies.
contest the usage of the term

They even
“gender,” and

there have been unbelievable events

happening in local governments around Japan.

In Chiba, The Women’s Center in
Kashiwa was shut down. On March 24, 2006,
Chiba prefecture proposed a Prefectual
Ordinance to expand the Gender Equality
Center’s Program to he neighboring cities of
Chiba and Tateyama. However, the majority
of the assembly, more than half of when are
members of the Liberal Democratic Party of
Japan, opposed the proposed ordinance.
Due to this rejection, not only was the
program was not expanded but the women’s
center in Kashiwa was closed down.

Those who voted against the proposal
reasoned that having three women’s centers in
Chiba would spread the notion of “gender
free”, of which conservatives are afraid. The
term “gender free” is Japanese-English,
originally used by educators who seek
promotion of education which is not biased by
gender roles. The conservatives attack these
terms such as “gender free” and “gender,”
arguing that they will harm tradition and the
traditional family style of Japanese society.

Some women’s organizations protested
the close of the women’s center and collected
many signatures. Receiving these petition
and signatures, Chiba prefecture decided to
propose 2 new ordinance in the assembly. In
this proposal, taking into account opposition

from the Liberal Democratic Party, they
proposed to rename the center “the Chiba
Kenmin Kyousei Center”. This center would
provide services and support to men and
elders in addition to its main focus on women.
The proposal also included the amendment to
reduce the locations where the centers will be
established from 3 to 2 by skipping Tateyama
this time. ' :

At the end of March 2006, there was
another incident in Fukui which further shows
the backlash against promotion of gender
equality. 150 books about gender equality,
gender, and sex education were remove from
the shelves of the Fukui Seikatsu Gakushu kan,
which has the same function as the Gender
Equality Center. This was because a male
member of the Gender Equality Promotion
Committee of Fukui gave the center a list of
books, which he were thought “inappropriate”
and “radical,” and should be removed.

After receiving complaints from citizens,
the Gender Equality Bureau of Fukui
responded “these books were not taken away
but were removed in order to check the
content as one citizen asked us to consider the
appropriateness of them. However, we did’
not find any inapproprateness among these
books, so we have already returned them back
to the shelves”.

The Civili Ombudsman Fukui sent
Yuriko Sadaike, Director of the Seikatsu
Gakushu -kan, questions: why and who
decided to remove the books and why did it
take so much time to return them back to the
shelves  The member of Atsuga city
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